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A couple infuses a property on Cape  
Cod with new life—and an office that takes  
its color cue from the putting green.

Designer Allison Mattison 
carried the clients’ love of blue, 
white, and green into the family 
room. “Blue runs through every 
room downstairs, so there’s 
a nice flow in terms of the 
palette,” she says. FACING PAGE: 
The golf-course-inspired office 
is painted a custom shade of 
green lacquer from Fine Paints 
of Europe.
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Grasscloth makes an appearance 
behind the bookshelves in the 
family room. “The soft green ties 
into the chairs in this room,” says 
Mattison. FACING PAGE: Grasscloth 
also adorns the walls of the living 
room, where Palecek chairs 
surround an Oomph coffee table. 
“The wallcovering recalls sand,” 
says Mattison. “We were going for 
sophisticated beachy.” 

 When it comes to an old house, it either  
has good bones or it doesn’t. Luckily for 

architect Patrick Ahearn, who was tasked with renovating 
and expanding an early-1900s residence in Osterville,  
he had a solid jumping-off point. The clients, a couple with 
three children, had recently taken ownership of the home, 
the same one where the wife spent summers as a child, 
but a failing foundation and a rabbit warren of tiny rooms 
needed to be addressed if the property was to function  
for a modern family.
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: The fireplace wall in the dining room is painted a 
custom shade from Fine Paints of Europe; “That hydrangea blue is a color 
they love, and it feels so them,” says Mattison. A bar area painted the same 
hue flanks the fireplace. The shade pops up again in the powder room, which 
is sheathed in a Thibaut wallpaper.

Indoor-outdoor living is 
important to the clients, so 
architect Patrick Ahearn 
designed several spaces for 
the family to take in the natural 
surroundings. The screened 
porch features teak furniture 
from Summer Classics. 
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“The original home featured a large 
gambrel, so we took our cue from that 
and created a new architectural scheme 
that’s sympathetic to it,” says Ahearn, 
whose plan included picking up the 
structure and centering it on the lot to 
help satisfy today’s zoning regulations. 
Ahearn removed a small rear wing on 
the original gambrel mass and then 
added new wings to either side, doubling 
the square footage. Accompanying the 
renovated residence are a pool and two 
adjoining structures: a cabana with a 
bath and a carriage house containing a 
three-car garage, a bar area, and guest 
quarters above. 

“The cabana has huge pocket doors 
that open up, so you can even watch  
the television from the pool,” says 
builder Jamie Jaxtimer. “The carriage 
house doors also open onto the pool,  
so everything flows really well for how 
the family uses the outdoor space during 
the summer.”

ABOVE: Even the foyer gets a dose of 
blue in the form of a custom lantern 
and sconces from The Nauset 
Lantern Shop. RIGHT: Upstairs, each 
bedroom has its own color scheme; 
the lavender primary features a light 
fixture from Coleen and Company, 
a bench from Redford House, and 
Matouk bedding. FACING PAGE: In 
the office, Aronson Woodworks 
custom made the ash-wood desk, 
finished in the company’s signature 
Claize in a bright shade of blue. 
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As for the expanded six-bedroom 
main house, Ahearn centered the front 
door and added new windows, double-
decker porches, and a pair of chimneys 
to introduce a sense of symmetry. 

Inside, a central hallway runs from 
the front porch to the back porch and 
acts as the home’s spine. While the 
office is strategically placed in a quiet 
area near the front, the rear is all about 
family living and entertaining, with the 
kitchen, dining, family room, sunroom, 
and screened porch easily flowing  
into one another. 

Additional hangout spaces—includ-
ing a media room, a gym, and a wine 
room—are tucked into the basement. 
New moldings and paneling throughout 
contribute to the home’s overall charac-
ter. “We wanted it to feel timeless in its 
appeal,” says Ahearn. “The finishes are 
carefully detailed but not precious.”  

When it came time to furnish the 
residence, the clients worked with 
designer Allison Mattison. The goal was 
to “make this house feel totally different 
than their primary residence, which is 
more serious and has a sophisticated, 

In addition to the renovation 
of the main house, the 
project also included 
building a pool, a cabana, 
and a carriage house. The 
latter, which functions as a 
garage, a guesthouse, and a 
game room, features a bar 
area that can be enjoyed 
indoors or outdoors thanks 
to a handy folding window; 
the barstools are from 
Palecek.

ABOVE: In the sunroom, the sofa and 
chairs are family heirlooms that 
Mattison had painted and reupholstered. 
The custom coffee table features a map 
of Osterville. BELOW: The sunroom’s 
elephant stool is vintage. 
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ARCHITECTURE: Patrick Ahearn Architect

INTERIOR DESIGN: Trellis Home Design

BUILDER: E.J. Jaxtimer Builder

LANDSCAPE DESIGN: ML Curadossi 
Landscape Design & 3D Imaging

In the newly constructed cabana, the chairs and 
sofa are from Summer Classics and the artwork 
is from Nantucket Gyotaku Designs. FACING PAGE: 
The shingle-clad cabana, which opens onto the pool 
area, serves as another hangout space when the 
homeowners entertain. 

green was a process. At one point, we 
had at least fifteen shades on the wall 
and several other swatches laying around 
before we landed on the winner. I love 
that the textured raffia wallpaper on the 
walls and ceiling play off the lacquered 
trim to create a warmth in the room.”

New and custom furnishings are 
upholstered in performance fabrics to 
account for the clients’ active lifestyle, 
children, and dog. “They aren’t serious 
people, and they wanted a home that  
can be lived in,” says Mattison. “The 

muted palette,” she says. “We punched 
things up with color, texture, and  
pattern.” Shades of blue pop up in all  
the main rooms—including the dining 
room, which is anchored by a hydrangea-
blue lacquered wall—and grasscloth 
lends a cozy quality to several spaces. 

When Mattison pitched the green 
office, the husband wasn’t immediately 
on board. “After a little bit of convincing 
to create a green lacquered room, the 
idea to make the office ‘golf inspired’ 
evolved,” says Mattison. “Picking the 

house feels fresh, bright, and vibrant, 
but it’s also classic with a sense of 
nostalgia.”
EDITOR’S NOTE: For details, see Resources.

“WE WANTED IT TO FEEL TIMELESS IN ITS 
APPEAL. THE FINISHES ARE CAREFULLY 

    DETAILED BUT NOT PRECIOUS.”
—Architect Patrick Ahearn


