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FRESH INTERIORS ON CAPE COD  //   MARTHA’S VINEYARD GARDENS

WELCOME
SUMMER!

ON THE COVER
 Polhemus Savery 

DaSilva reimagines 
a classic seaside 
home for a family  

in Chatham.

RESTORING AN 
OSTERVILLE COTTAGE 
VERNACULAR DESIGN 

ON NANTUCKET
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SUMMER 
COTTAGE 
MORE THAN CENTURY AGO, 
CAPE COD BECAME A 
SEASONAL PLAYGROUND!
TODAY, PATRICK AHEARN 
REVIVES ONE OF ITS ORIGINAL  
SUMMER HOMES FOR A 
MODERN FAMILY. 
BY KILEY JACQUES 
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MICHAEL J. LEE

SUMMER SPACES, HOME SPAS, GARDENS  
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This stately 1888 Shingle-style waterfront 
home by Boston architect Horace Frazer is 
part of Cape Cod’s early development into a 
summer playground for the well-heeled. 
However, the house had undergone a number 
of unfortunate iterations over the decades. 
When Patrick Ahearn, FAIA, was approached 
to revive the old manse, he and his team set to 
task. They began its resurrection by removing 
all of the add-ons not endemic to the original 
structure. Its renovation entailed li!ing the 
massive 6,300-square-foot building and 
lowering it onto a new foundation. “In order 
to preserve the house and the integrity of the 
structure, that’s what we needed to do,” says 
principal architect Patrick Ahearn. Though a 
Herculean undertaking, it did create the 
opportunity to add a lower level, which 
houses a game/media room, drop-zone, and 
laundry facilities.

The house also did not have a good pres-
ence from the road, as there wasn’t a clear 
entry and many of the details—such as the 
shutters and window boxes that warm the 
façade—didn’t exist at the start. The arrival 
was rede"ned and greatly enhanced by the 
addition of a motor court, centered on the 
portico, and two carriage houses, one of 
which serves as a pool cabana. “Creating a 
center drive with two new carriage houses to 
bookend the forecourt gave the house a won-

Patrick Ahearn painstakingly 
preserved the overall character 

throughout the house. The project 
won a 2020 Bulfinch Award 

from the Institute of Classical 
Architecture & Art New England. 

WATERFRONT COTTAGE

derful level of formality it had been lacking,” 
Ahearn notes. “That e#ectively changed the 
home’s sense of place on the lot.” 

When rede"ning the approach, the team 
elected to keep the existing door in its 
original location but they introduced white 
paneling around the band of diamond-paned 
casement windows to create the impression 
of a double-door entry—a strategy intended 
to draw people in. Other changes to the front 
elevation included the addition of new 
Chippendale railings, window patterns, and 
chimneys. The rear was re-detailed for 
organization’s sake; the sliding-glass and 
hopper windows were replaced with awning 
windows with transoms above. Finally, to 

blend all of the new elements and restore the 
home’s historic appeal, the entire structure 
was re-shingled.

On the interior, minor changes were made 
to the $oor plan to open the kitchen to the 
family room. “We preserved the overall 
character throughout, including the existing 
"replaces and signi"cant millwork, and we 
introduced higher-end "nishes to improve the 
aesthetic of each space,” Ahearn explains, 
noting that they reworked the circulation 
pattern too. Rather than a series of small 
rooms and pantries, they created a gathering 
space without changing the volumes.

The interior design team peppered the cli-
ents’ family heirlooms throughout the house—
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including the “brunching” table and chairs in 
the Sea View room. The tabletop was given a 
hand-painted Greek key motif, and a custom 
awning-stripe design was added to the 
room’s%ceiling, while the $oor was given a 
stenciled treatment. 

“The warmth and charm of the house  
décor is largely due to the creative team of 
the late Richard FitzGerald and Kathleen Sul-
livan,” says the homeowner. “Mr. Fitz came 
out of retirement to work with us on what 
might have been his last major project. We 
wanted the house to look and feel like it did 
in the early 1900s, and to incorporate family 
treasures into the design. His wisdom, experi-
ence, and talent were evident in the "nal re-
sult—we have a beautiful, comfortable, mul-
tigenerational family home.”

Asked about the project as a whole, 
Ahearn responds: “We saw this as an oppor-
tunity to bring back the essence of the grand 
country house using the bones of the old 
house. Careful editing of the original archi-
tecture and the introduction of thoughtful 
new elements resulted in a thoroughly rei-
magined property.”  FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT patrickahearn.com; Builder jaxtimer.com

WATERFRONT COTTAGE

Clockwise from top, The kitchen 
opens up to a family room. Family 
heirlooms were introduced 
throughout, including this tabletop 
with a Greek Key motif. Details, such 
as diamond-panes casement windows 
offer a charming cottage look. 


